


2018 Chinese New Year Parade In Gent
( Feb. 24th, 2018, 14:00 Emile Braunplein )

Chinese people leave their footprints around the world, and they bring Chinese culture to every
corner of the planet. The most important traditional festival, Chinese New Year (Spring Festival) also
becomes an international celebration, especially in Southeast Asia areas where enormous Chinese
population takes a deep root. So far, there are about 15 countries setting the Spring Festival as the
one of their public holidays. Some Chinese festival customs and activities are inherited, and some
develops into their unique celebrations and practices. The festivities also arouse local people’s
interest and motivate them to take part in. Street parade with dancing and costume show is one of
popular ways for public celebration, which was successfully organized in Brussels in 2016 and 2017,
and in Dinant in 2017.

Together with the City Council of Ghent, the Chinese communities in Belgium, namely the Union of
Chinese Associations in Belgium, is welcoming all Chinese, Belgian and friends of all nations to
participate the 2018 Chinese New Year Parade in Ghent on the 24th of February to celebrate the
start of the Year of Dog. This is also one of the most important activities of 2018 EU-China Tourism
Year.

Organizer :

Supporter :

https://www.travelchinaguide.com/intro/
https://www.travelchinaguide.com/essential/holidays/new-year/customs.htm


Program:

14:00 Combined dance “Spring Overture”
14:20 Group Taiji performance
14:35 Speeches by Mr. Daniël Termont, Mayor of Gent, and H.E. Mr. QU Xin, Ambassador of China
14:50 Dragon & Lion dance.
15:00 Street Parade (route see Fig. 3): led by VIPs, consists of 17 groups including Belgium Wushu
Association, dragon and lion dance team, folkloric dance, children from Chinese school wearing
theatrical masks, traditional costume performance, as well as local teams from Gent.
16:20 End of the Parade at Korenmarkt, in front of Sint-Niklaaskerk.
(Possible performance places during the Parade: Poeljemarkt, Vrijdagmarkt, Korenmarkt. Interactive
activities with audiences and passersby, performances during the parade, photographing etc. are
allowed. )

Order of various teams of the Parade:

No Group

1 Dragon and Lion

2 Yangko waist drum

3 Chinese Zodiac (Dog)

4 Tang-style costumes

5 Antwerps Chinese (Fortune God)

6 Orchestra "Takkenorkest / Ledebirds"

7 Traditional Tang costume

8 Musical band "Vooruit Met De Kuit"

9 Chinese doctors

10 Qipao, Panda and Monkey

11 New Spring team from the Chinese School in Gent

12 Famba

13 "Booming Chinese Year" from ACPB and Red silk dance team

14 Team “Passionate Hunan”

15 Dance of the Rhyme

16 Traditional clothing

17 Team from UGent



Fig. 1 & 2: Place for Opening Ceremony



Fig..3: Route of street parade
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